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MUSIC THEORY LESSONS UNDERSTAND IT. READ IT. USE IT.

LESSON  09  /  ANSWER KEY

Key Signatures
Recognize major keys from their sharp or flat signatures.

01 Answers & explanations
1. A. G major

The major tonic is one semitone above F-sharp: G.

2. C. B-flat major

With two flats, the second-last flat is B-flat, which names the major tonic.

3. A. One flat: B-flat

F major has B-flat. It is the one-flat exception to the second-last-flat shortcut.

02 Applied practice
1. Write the order of sharps: F-C-G-D-A-E-B. Write the reverse order for flats:
B-E-A-D-G-C-F.

2. For a sharp signature, go one semitone above the final sharp to find the major tonic.

3. For two or more flats, use the second-last flat as the major tonic. Remember the
exceptions: F major has one flat; C major has none.

03 Your own example
There is no single answer to the open-ended task. Check note spelling, rhythm totals, scale
pattern or chord quality as appropriate. Explain why your example fits the concept.


